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OjMKV&viAf tiU i7tf^ Octohr^ 1814. 
Sib, 

THE Committee, appointed hj the Oenesee Missionary 

Society for the pi^rpose of publishing Traeta, having been 

highly pleaded ivith the Sj^MMosf yon delivered at Homer the 

erening previous to the meeting of Synod, and ooipidering 

the subjeet of vast importance as it respects the religious 

education of the rising generation, request the ff^vor of you 

to IbrnUh them with a copy for poblic^tiQa. 

We remain respectfully. 

Yours sinceroly, 

JABtlZ CHADWICK. 

JOHN WNCKliAJPN, 
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DISCOURSE. 



3 TIMOTHY m. 15. 

JLirA TftAT FBOK ▲ tBtLO tftOV HASt KlTOWH tHt ttOLY iCBtHPtfUiS, #ftICl^ 
ABS ABLS to MAKS TSBB WI8S tTSTTO SAXYATIOVy THBOVOB 

^AkVH WBitH IB nr tcBinT jxavs. 

These words w^« addressed %y 8t> Paii% to a 
beloved di8ca|le and fellow labourer i& the Gospel 
Vineyard. Timothy was borii in Lystra, a city rf 
Lycffonia. His father wa« a Oentile, but his mother^ 
whose iiame was Eunice^ was a Jewess. Both his 
mother and grand^mother were eminently pious^ and 
distinguished for their fidelity in the religious educa^ 
lion of young Timothy. From his earliest childhood^ 
as the original implies, he had been initiated into the 
Jewish Scriptiires, whieh the a^sde protiounees, to be 
^ven bv inspiration of God, and frofitaile^ for doc-» 
irfhej for reproofs for correction^ for instruction in 
Hghteousness i-^richly furnishing the man vf God 
for the performance of all good worlcs^ Timothy 
Was, probably, quite a youth when he first heard the 
jpreaching of the great apostle of the Gentiles, through 
whose labours he became experimentally acquainted 
with religion^ His knowledge of divine revelation, 
prepared him, the moment he possessed faith in Christ,' 
immediately to enter upon those unwearied labours to 
advance the cause of truth and righteousness, ia whicti 
he was distinguished for his disinterested zeal, and 
his active^ extensive and permanent usefulness. Tra- 
dition says, that he w^s long a faithful bishop of the 
church at Ephesus ; that he resided there when the 
Revelation of St. John was addressed to the seven 
churches of Asia, and that in old age he sealed his faith 
in Christ with martyrdom. However this may be, the 
principal means of rendering his character so amiable 
and tmly honorable, and his life so emiaently usefii9> 
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Was an earty and intimate acquaintafice with the holg 
Scriptures. 

The canonical writings which are now com- 
pleted^ may well be called the holy Scriptures^ since 
they were inspired by the Holy Ghost, and penned 
by HOLY men : — since they reveal the perfections of 
a HOLY God, the requirements and penalties of a holy 
law^ and point out the way of Jiolineas to the holt 
eity^ the glorious and eternal abode of all holy beings. 
With St. PauPs knowledge of the exeellerii^y and 
efficacy of divine truth, we need hot wonder that he 
enjoined it upon Timothy, to continue in those things 
in Which he had early been instructed from the ora^ 
cles of God. His attainmrats in heavenly wisdom^ 
and real usefulness in the world, and his eternal sal- 
vation, were suspended on his knowledge of the 
Scriptufes, accompanied by faith in Christ. An 

EARLY AND INTIMATE ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE 
HOLY SCRIPTtJBES, IS IMMENSELY IMPORTANT FOR 
PROMOTING THE PRESENT AVELFARE, AND THE FINAL 

SALVATION OF MANKIND. This truth is inculcated 
in my text, and to an illustration of it, I solicit your 
lenient, candid, devout and patient attention at thiia 
time. ^ 

In the discussion of my subject, I shall, 

I. Consider some of the prevailing, alarming;^ 
and ruinous effects which result from ignorance of 
Bivine Revelation ; 

II. Enumerate some of the incalculable advan^ 
tages which originate in an ettfly and extensive ac* 
quaintance with the oracles of God ; 

III. Suggest some suitable and effectual methods 
ef promoting, among the rising generation, the know^ 
ledge of the holy Scriptures ; and conclude with mo- 
tives and exhortations addressed to different classes 
of hearers. ^ 

My principal object in view requires me briefly 
to consider some of the prevailing, alarming and ruin- 
ous effects, which result from ignorance of Divine 
Revelation. Human wisdom knows not God. Whelre 
entire ignorance of revealed religion prevails^ the per- 
fections of the true ^od,\the requirements and penal- 
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ties of fab law^ and the invitations and eneoura^meati 
of the Gospel are unknown. And if unknowjiy God 
cannot be loved or worshipped ; his law cannot be 
obeyed^ nor the Gospel embraced. The holy Scrip* 
tares are a summary of all the diviae truths that were 
ever revealed to mankind. Ignorance of them^ opens 
the iood-gates of error and vice^ and dtilnges Society 
with their baneful effects. Christ affirmed to the 
Jews, Ye da err not knowing the Scriptwres. False 
principles and vicious practices greatly nrevail in 
this age, through a lamratable ignorance of the holy 
Scrij^ures^ 

What harmony in sentiment, what purity of life, 
what meetness for heaven, the knowledge and iuflU'* 
ence of the Scriptures produced among the primitive 
Christians, and in later times among the first Chris- 
tian inhabitants of New-England ! Do children and 
youths now manifest as much fear of God, and vene- 
ration for religious institutions as they then did ? Do 
they respect and comfort their parents, flock to the 
sanctuary and the communion, as in those golden 
days ? No. We have relaxed from their vigorous 
and unwearied exertions to initiate ^e young into the 
mysteries of God ; and what have been the legitimate 
consequences ? Error has sprung up in a thousand 
forms, and produced its genume foiits, irreligion and 
wretchedness in time, condemnation and hopeless 
despair in eternity. It is extremely painful to the 
pious heart to contrast the fidelity in the religious 
culture of children and youths, with which parents, 
preceptors, and ministers, discharged their respective 
duties in those ages, with the too general practice of 
the present age. Must we not conclude that inatten- 
tion to the religions instruction of Uie rising genera < 
tion is a principal cause of that neglect of the Bible 
which is so manifest — that absence from the sanctu- 
ary, o¥ inattention while there, which is so ruinous 
to souls — the profanation of the Lord's name and sab- 
baths, which so lamentably prevails at the present 
day? We have reason to bless God, that the; 
church is beginning to arouse its energies in reviv- 
ing the practices of the apostles^ reformers and pu- 
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niann, respeeting th6 spiritual improvement of the 
young, paiiieuUrly the lambs of Christ's flock. 

Ignorance of the holy Scriptures leaves the mind 
filled with unhallowed thoughts^ the lips with onpro- 
fltable conversation^ and the hands with unrighteous 
deeds. Thus circumstanced^ the individual in whom 
it obtaiiis^ is^ posting on to judgment and r£Tribu« 
TiON^ unprepared to meet his omnipotent Judge^ and 
unconcerned about his soul, until eternity bursts upon 
his view ^^ with all his imperfections on his head/' 
If human language could describe the awful eonster* 
nation and anguish M'hich will then overwhelm the 
guilty wretch^ the description would freeze the soul 
with horror. . • 

Ignorance of the Scriptures is ruinous to the peaee 
and prosperity of families^ societies^ states and em- 
pires. Point me to onc^ family^ in which the truths 
of God's word are unknown and consequently disre- 
* garded, where the ^eets of dotnestie happiness are 
€i\joyed. Cast your eyes abroad, and range the 
world at large in quest of social happiness, where the 
holy Scriptures are either unknown^ rejected as un- 
inspired, or mutUp.ted. Critically examine Pagan- 
ism, Infidelity, Mohammedism, Judaism, and corrup- 
ted Christianity^ and what is their sum total^ but 
vanity and vexation of spirit. 

Siad as human nature is, (and 1 believe it totally 
depraved,) a correct speculative .knowledge of the 
holy Scriptures would impose numerous and power* 
f ul restraints upon it Such a knowledge universally 
commenced in infancy, increased in youth, and ma- 
tured in manhood, would silence many of the cavils 
of infidelity^ and annihilate the grosser errors and 
vices of the world. There would be no more religi- 
ous prostration before wood and stone, or the host of 
heaven. .-- No more victims would be crushed beneath 
the wheels of Juggernaut ; no more widows immolat* 
ed on the funeral piles of their husbands ; no more 
human sacrifices, would bleed in Otaheite, qr strangle 
in the Ganges. But I am anticipating my second dr- 
vision^ which I shall now proceed to diset|ds. 



II« I sball ennnierate some of the incalculable 
advantages, which originate in an early and ea!tensivs 
acqtiaintance with the oradea of God. Like the 
einnamon«tree^ every part and prodact of which is 
aromatic and useful, the Bibi.e disseminates around 
it a sweet smelling savour, a benign and salutary in- 
fluence. Even the leaves of this tree are for ihe heal'' 
ing of the nations. Wherever they are scattered, 
they are productive c^ salutary effects. ^ All the 
advantages which Christianized lands enjoy above 
others, are derived solely from the knowledge and 
influence of the holy Scriptures. 

What pious heart does not expand with holy gra-» 
titude and exultation, in view of those increasing and 
powerful exertions now making, to disseminate the 
Scriptures among all the kindreds and languages^ and 
tongues under the %chole heathen. Many families^ 
societies, states, and kingdoms, have ifecently expe- 
rienced their beneficial influence. * * 

The truths of Divine Revelation not only tend to 
make men discern and discharge with fidelity their 
relative duties in public and private life, but they are 
able to make them wise unto eiermi^alvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ. Sinners have felt their ener- 
getic influence, in disturbing their carnal security; 
pulling down their vain imaginations; plucking up 
their self-righteousness ; destroying all their refuges 
of lies ; and breaking in pieces their flinty hearts. — 
Individual Christians have been constrained to say^ 
ihe latb of the Lord is perfect converting the soul ; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure making wise the 
simple. Thjf^ word hath quickened me. Inspired 
apostles affirm, that Christians generally are born 
again, stablished and edified in holiness and comfort^ 
through the incorruptible word of God. A greater 
than the apostles, prays the Father to sanctify his 
chosen ones through the word of truth. These are 
effects common to every sta^e in life, where the holy 
Scriptures have access, both to the understanding and 
the heart But such effects will ever be most com- 
mon among children and youths. 



* In the seasons of childhood and youths the teinper 
is docile, the apprehension qutck^ the memory tena« 
eious, the conscience tender, the affections aMent, 
and every power and energy of the soul vigorous. 
Such is the soil, on which, if the seed of divine truth 
be sown, and watered with the dews of heaven, we 
may hope that the fruits of holiness will be ma- 
tured, some sixty, some an hundred fold. Train up 
a child in the way he shotud go, and when heis otd 
he wiU not depart front it, unites a solemn doty with 
an animating promise. If fidelity in the religious 
education of the young universally prevailed, it wouM 
foe productive of the most salutary and permanent ef. 
fecte. Yital and fruitful piety would descend from 
generation to generation. Children would lisp ho- 
sanna to the Son of David. Young men and maidens 
would fraise the Lord. Samuels would minister at 
the altar, and Josiahs would sway the sceptre of 
feivil government.* . 

But how can the hearts of children buni with love 
to God, and gratitude to the Saviour, if the law, the 
prophets, and the Gospel, be not expounded to them ? 
How can they increase in wisdom, as they grow in 
stature, witliout religious knowledge ? How can they 
remember their Creator in the days of their youth, and 
be guarded against infidelity^ heresy, schism, and de- 
lusion, except they are initiated into the doctrines and 
precepts of unerring truth ? How can they be en- 
couraged to seek the Lord in early life, if they are 
unacquainted with the promise, Those that seek me 
early shall find me ? Under the pressure of inflrmi- 
tiesJn advanced life, how can they pray^ ^ow when 
I am old and grey-headed, O Lord forsake me not, 
unless they can preface the petition with, O God, thow 
hast taught me from my youth? How can we ex- 
pect them to be actively and extensively useful in the 
church, and in the world, except, like Timothy, they 
have from childhood fc^oirw the holy Soriptnres^P How 
can they hope to dwell nearest the glonous Redeem- 
er in eternity, except their choicest days have been 
consecrated to religious improvement and growth in 
grace? I proceed, 
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m. To saggest some saitable and effcclnal me- 
thods of promoting among the rising generation^ a 
knowledge of the holy Scriptures. Let parents daily 
inenlcate the truths of God's word^ in familiar Ian- 
guage^ adapted to the expanding minds of their ten« 
der offspring. The eve of the Sabbath^ might be 
saeredly observed for this purpose. Parents should 
study to fix the attention^ and interest the feelings^ of 
their dear children. Instructors of schools, should 
make unwearied exertions to enrich* the understand- 
ings, and affect the hearts of their pupils, with Chris- 
tian morals and revealed religion. Let small portions 
of eternal truth be daily treasured in each memoi'y. 

In addition to religious instructions given in fami-. 
lies and common schools, I would propose that in all 
our parishes the rising generation should be divided 
into several classes; suppose^FOUR. Let the first 
and second classes be composed of children under 
fourteen years of age ; the third Andfourthy of youths 
over fourteen. Let the children of the first or young-, 
est class^ be encouraged to study plain, easy systems 
of religious truths, such as their pastors should please 
to select for their use. Watts' easy Catechisms and 
Divine Songs, Hymns for Infant Minds, Emerson'ei 
Historical Catechism, with the Assembly's Shorter Ca- 
teehism, and other tracts of a similar tendency, might 
with profit be put into the hands of the first class. 

The second class of children, might be composed 
of such as were well versed in the exercises of the 
younger class. And let them be encouraged to com* 
mit to memory thp Assembly's Larger Catechism, 
with the Scripture proofs of that and the Shorter Ca- 
teehism. Let )K>oks which tend to illustrate Scrip- 
iurc truths, in plain language, and such as tend to 
fbrm a habit of classifying the -Scriptures, be intro- 
duced to their notice. Perhaps Smith's Key to the 
Figurative Language of Scripture, would be found 
useful to the more forward in that class. These chil- 
dren might be encouraged to recite the texts and 
leading ideas of the sermons which they heard. 

Let the meetings of the children be slated, and as 
fi'equent as might be thought expedient. In some 
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parishes^ it might be found convenient to have the two 
classes of children subdivided. Let a Deacon^ aa 
Elder^ or some judicious^ active young member of the 
church, usually preside as their Catechist* Let him 
diversify the exercises, by occasionally introducing 
pis in and familiar illustrations of truths which were 
recited. On favourable occasions, let him press them 
upon their young consciences, not yet steeled against 
serious impressions. Let him commend improvement^ 
manifest a sincere regard for their welfare, in the 
manner of giving his instructions, and close the ex- 
ercises with the breath of devotion, and even children 
will be interested. 1 have seen the chrystal tear 
collect in the eye, and roll down the infant cheeky 
when listening to religious instructions and devotion- 
al prayers. 

The two classes of youths, might be under the 
immediate inspection and direction of the parish Cler- 
gyman, where his health and the discharge of other 
duties would possibly adm.it. Let these classes meet 
alternately, perhaps once in two weeks. This would 
require some time each week to be devoted to one or 
the other of these classes. Let their meetings be 
opened and closed with shorty pertinent and ardent 
addresses to the Throne of Grace for heavenly wisdom. 

Let the third class devote their principal attention 
to committing the holy Scriptures. If the Biblical 
Catechism^ were used; let them not only commit the . 
first sets of references to memory ; but carefully exa- 
mine all the references ; and when reading the Scrip- 
tures in course, or otherwise, they should particular- 
ly notice what truths are inculcated, and what con- 
nexion they have with doctrinal or practical questions^ 
to which they have attended. A principal reason 
why so few ideas remain in the minds of youth, after 
perusing the Scriptures^ is, they do not classify them. 

In society meetings, when time permits and ideas 
occur as pertinent and useful, let the Gatechist make 

* Tlie Biblical Catechism was compiled particularly for Uie use of. 
Catechetical Societies. Thougli it has little merit, yet as it has been 
considerably approved and patronized, the mention of it in tlu3 dis- 
course, will not, perhaps, be severely censui'ed* 
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ene or two remarks in connexion with each answer 
recited. This would afford a convenient opportunity 
ia explain doctrines, enforce duties, and unfold the 
warnings and consolations of God^s word. It would 
introduce variety, enliven the attention, exercise the 
invention of the Gatechist, and improve the mind of 
^he Gatechumen. This class might be encouraged to 
write, each sabbath evening, such parts of the ser- 
mons as they recollected, and occasionally some of 
these papers might be read before the class. The 
Gatechist would naturally recommend to their peru- 
sal, such boo^s as he thought best suited to their 
years and improvement. Perhaps Yincent's Efxpla- 
nation of the Assembly's Gatechism, Mason on Self- 

"* Knowledge, Henry on Prayer, Watts on the Im- 
provement of the Mind, would deserve a place in the 
oatalogue. 

Let the fourth or senior class, be composed of those 
youths whose minds .have been most cultivated. Let 
them be encouraged to write short essays on moral 
and religious questions given them. The Assembly's 
Larger Gatechism with the Scripture proofs, Emer- 
son's edition of the Shorter Gatechism, or the Biblical 
Gatechism, would fumisb a great variety of questions ; 
and by a careful examination of the Scripture refer-^ 
miees in either of these works, much assistance might 
be obtained. Writing biographical sketches of Scrip- 
ture characters, would be found an interesting and 
useful exercise. It would be well for the Gatechist, 
either himself or by proxy, to receive, peruse and cor- 
rect, both the sentiments and language of the essays, 
before they were read to the class. When they were 
returned to the writers, let them be transcribed with 
the corrections, to facilitate improvement in composi- 
tion. 

It might be recommended to this class, to examine 
some of me evidences of the authenticity and inspira- 
tion of the holy Scriptures. The writings of Porteus^ 
Paley, Trumbull, Fuller, Dick and Parry, deserve 
their attention. With a firm conviction that, all Scrip- 
ture w given by inspiration of Godj and is profitable 

for doctrine^for reproof for correction^ for instruction 
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in nghteousnegSf we miglit expect them to weigh sbk*^ 
timents and practices in the balance of the sanctum^^ 
Systematic lectures on the Scriptures^ which Bhould 
be lucid^ concise^ and practical^ occasionally deliver- 
ed by the Catechist^ or abstracts of Ecclesiastical His- 
tory^ would be heard by the young both with pleasure 
and profit. Ministers would find their intercourse 
with the older classes deeply interesting. It might be 
conducted with that dignified familiarity^ which would 
bc^h command the respect and win the affections of 
the young* 

Numerous and important advantages would result 
fi*om pursuing a course of catechetical instruction^with 
the rising generation^ from infancy to manhood. It 
would form habits of riveted attention to religious truths* "" 
It would occupy the leisure moments of the youngs 
and exclude many vain thoughts from their minds* 
It would have a powerful tendeney to invigorate their, 
memories, enrich their understandings^ improve their 
tastes^ and to preserve them from error in sentiment 
and immorality in practice. It would tend to increase 
the effects of the word of God when preached. How 
often do evangelical^ learned ' and eloqnent sermons 
prove nearly useless^ through incapacity in the bcsar- 
ers. If therefore the Reverend Clergy wish to have 
intelligent audiences^ who would be profited by learn- 
ed discourses^ they must spare no pains to excite a 
thirst for intellectual improv<&ment among the young. 
' Associations of youtb^ statedly assembling for the 
laudable purpose of replenishing their minds with a^ 
knowledge of the doctrines^ duties^ wtfnings^ pro- 
mises and consolations of ^od's word^ would prove 
cheap^ safe, honorable and profitable substitutes for 
parties entirely devoted to vanity. The exercises of 
the fourth class^ afford the members an opportunity 
both of acquiring and communicating religk^us know-* 
le»ge. If they make the Scriptnres their ^ide when 
writing on religious questions^ they will uniformly 
write in a manner interesting and c^ten impressive. 
1 have sometimes been present^ when, the young were 
profoundly attentive^ unusmally solemn^ and even af- 
fected^ while listening to the compositions of each 
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otheh From ibis ptactiee of wcitlfig, they aeqtiire an 
im]()ortatit habit of elasdfying the Scriptures^ and a 
faeility in eomtBiiiiiciltiDg their ideas 011 religious sub- 
jects. And, what is infinitely more important, per- 
haps, while they muse on eternal truth, the Holy Bpi-* 
rit may kiadle the fire of divine love in their hearts^ 
which shall never^ nw^r be extinguished. When 
accompaltied with the effieaeions iafinences of the 
eternal Spirit, the word of God will ever prove q'Uick 
and pawetfuly penetrating, humbling, sanctifying and 
comforting the heart4 

Some, perhaps, who admit that a systematic at- 
tention to the religious culture of the young, appears 
well in theory y indulge sti*ong fears that it cannot be 
reduced to practice. We ought not^ however, to suf^ 
fer our fears to paralize. our exertions. We have 
seen what wonders have beeii wrought by associations* 
for the establishment of Lanciastrian schools, Suliday 
schools, and Bible Socibties. Only let the friends 
of Zion combine their influence and exertions, with 
zeal and perseverance equal to the importance of the 
object, and tbe difficulties would recede' — the obsta- 
cles would vaniisb before them^ Let effectual me-^ 
thods be taken, that the children and youths be fur^< 
nished with suitable books* Let public spirited indi- 
viduals contribute to this object Let funds be esta«* 
blished for this purpose. What incalculable advan^ 
tages would accrue to souls, if parents would put pro- 
perty into the bands of judicious Christians, to supply 
their families with intererting and useful religious 
books, instead of allowing their children to expend it 
in the purchase of nientnl poison* 

Let Churches take special votes, that they will 
watch over each member, with respect to the religious 
instruction of his children-^that religious knowledge 
shaU be inculcated in their schools — ^and that they will 
unite their influence in classing and instructing the 
young. Let them decide that baptized children 
musty and that others matff unite in these classes* Let 
Bcclesiastical Associations and Judicatories concen- 
trate their wisdom and energies in the religious cnl- 
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ttire of the risiug §;eneration^ and ittiportant advutitft* 
ges would immediately ensue. 

It is, indeed, important, that laws ahontd be enaet-* 
^d and enforced against vice*— that Moral SociBTiEii 
shoold be formed, and exert their intuenee in the 
commnnity, and streams of iniquity will thus be sup^ 
pressed. But let ti^efount&ins once be cleansed, and 
the streams wouM of course be pure. Let the minds 
of our youths be imbued with a knowledge of the eri-^ 
gin, (he nature, and the consequences of vice ; lei 
them be replenished with weapons drawn from the ar« 
moury of heaven, to subdue their inbred corrupt pro^ 
pensities, and a glorious change in the world woul'd 
be effected. The floods of iniquity now rolling in 
upon us would recede and disappear* JusHce would 
run down our streets Uke a strmm, and righteous* 
ness like an overflowing floods 

Bhall we think any privations too great to be en-^ 
dured, or any labours too arduous to be undertaken, 
for the accomplishment of this immensely important ob« 
ject. Let the unwearied exertions of pagans, to iniilate 
their children into the obscene mysteries and rites of 
idolatry, excite the blush of shame in Christian eoun*. 
tenances, and stimulate us to redoubled zeal and un-> 
remitting exertions, to initiate the young, within the 
sphere of our influence, into the sacred mysteries and 
rites of our holy religion. Our Missionary brethren 
leave their native land, bid adieu to their dearest rela-^ 
fives, and count not even their own lives dear to them^ 
if they may but be instrumental of rescuing souls from 
ignorance, guilt and ruin. And can we be indifferent 
and inactive with respect to the same object ? Shall 
we, through our stupidity atad indolence, suffer* souls 
to be ignorant and criminal in time, condemned and 
miserable in eternity. Let it never be named, that 
ministers or professed followers of Him, who was 
unwearied in doing good, hesitate a moment^ to spend 
and be spent^ as instruments in the hand of Gtod, to 
promote the instruction^ sanctification, and salvation 
of perishing souls. 

Ye who are mow in the morning of life — our sub- 
ject addresses itself to you. It demands your serious^ 



Id 

etiidid^ unwearied^ and ^raeticftl attenticm to tbe holy 
Scriptarefii. As vou value your resMctability^ use- 
falii66%^aiid ba{^iiies9 in this worlds I beseech you to 
eoQfom your sentiments^ hearts and lives to the un*. 
erring truths which they reveal. •Imitate the exam* 
pies of Timothy and Daniel^ and aspire after the wIst 
dom^ honour and usefulness^ to which they attained* 
By your fears of everlasting perdition^ by your hopes 
of immortal blessedness^ 1 charge you^ in the name 
and presence of G^d> to sefirch the Scriptures ^ with 
faith in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christy without 
which^ even they will prove ineffectual for your sal* 
vation. 

Fe Par^nte-^our subject claims a practical im« 
provement from you* By all that tender parental so- 
ucitude^ which none can describe^ and none but a pa^ 
rent can know^ I intreat yon to be faithful to the souls 
of your children. As you ardently desire them to be^ 
c<Hnforts to yon^ ornaments to human nature^ able and 
active agents for God^ in the dawning of the Millenr 
nium, lively stones in the temple of Hedemptien^ bles* 
sings in time and forever blessed in eternity, I beseech 
you to enrich their expanding and immortal minds 
with Scripture truths. By your responsibility to God^ 
and your obligations to obey Lim^ I charge each pa^ 
rent present^ to remember this solemn injunction of 
Jehovah : The9B words [the words of the holy Scrip^^ 
tores] shall be in thine neart, and thou A$/i teach 
them diligently unto thy children, wh§n ihou sittesi in 
thine home, m^ when thou walkest by the way, and 
when thou liest datpn and when thou risest up. Gom<- 
mit the care of your children to such instructors^ as 
shall instill into their minds the precepts of Divine 
Revelation^ and enfor^ them with motives drawn 
from the same source, 

Te private memberSf and particularly ye repre^ 
lientatixies of the dturd^-^will you not be stimulated 
to train the lambs of Ohrist's flock^ in the nurture and 
admonition of the I^trd ? Let a coal from the altar 
kindle a flame of holy ardour in your breasts^ to be 
actively and extensively useful in this great concern. 
By your solemn obligations; resulting from your cove- 



nant engagements and your appointment as kelps and 
govemments in the churches, we call upon you to 
come forward to the help oftheLord, to the help of ike 
. Lord against the mighttf^ the stubborn and ruinous 
sentiments and practices, which spring from ignorance 
of the holy Scriptures. Volunteer your services and 
exert your influence, whether more or less, in the pro* 
motion of Scriptural knowledge among the young. , 

Reverend Fathers in Israel^ and all who minister 
at the altar — permit a youth with deference to en- 
quire, has daily proficiency in the knowledge of the 
holy Scriptures been made within the sphere of your 
influence, and within the circle of your observa- 
tion ? Has all been done that ought to have been 
iittempted, and that might have been effected, for 
the promotion of so desirable an object ? Ye 
Ministers of the sanctuary— your influence is great, 
and will extend to the latest generations. Your pious 
hearts bleed at the thought of having the least de- 
gree of your influence inert or perverted. I am 
persuaded, therefore, that you are resolved to increase 
your fidelity towards churches, parents and precep- 
tors ; and to multiply your personal labours among 
the rising generation, to the extent of your abilities 
and opportunities. You are determined to leave no 
hopeful methods of increasing an acquaintance with 
the oracles of God untried. By your regard for the 
temporal welfare of inankind ; by your painful anxie* 
ty for their eternal felicity ; by your ministerial re- 
sponsibility, you will be stimulated to fidelity in this 
business. Take courage then in playing the man, in 
the cause of truth and righteousness. In the morning 
sow thy seedy and in the evening withhold not thine 
hand ; for thou Jcnoivest not whether shall prosper, 
either this or thai ; or whether they hoik shall be alike 
good. If the immediate fruits of the seed sown by 
you, are not so apparent or abundant as you could 
wish, rest assured the harvest will eventually be 
plenteous. Unborn generations will rise up and call 
you blessed, and praise God to eternity for your judi- 
cious, zealous and unwearied exertions among the 
yoimg. 
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